
Pentecost 

My dear Friends, 

All of us in the past year have had a birthday, I can say that without contradiction! However most of 
us have not been able to celebrate it in the usual ways. For much of the last fourteen months we have 
had periods of lockdown or firebreak which have prevented us from having even the smallest parties 
or going out for meals or sharing a celebration with food and drink in our homes with friends. We will 
never forget these days perhaps for what we have missed.  

This weekend sees us mark what some people call the birthday of the Church. The Feast of Pentecost 
or Whitsunday is the day when we remember the coming of the Holy Spirit to the Apostles. Before 
Jesus ascended into heaven he promised his followers that he would not leave them without support. 
In our Gospel from St John Chapter 16 this week we hear Jesus say that when he goes the Advocate 
will come in his place, “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth.” 

This promise was fulfilled when the disciples gathered on the day of Pentecost. This word comes from 
the Greek meaning fifty days and was used to describe the Jewish Feast of Weeks which fell on the 
fiftieth day after Passover when the first fruits of the harvest were presented. As we learn from our 
reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 2 the disciples were together for this celebration. It was 
for them a most extraordinary event as they experienced a mighty rushing wind inside the room, 
flames of fire appeared on their heads and each of them became able to speak different languages. 
They were receiving not the first fruits of the harvest but instead the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

They realised that this was the spirit that Jesus had told them would come. They knew then as they 
went out that they had received the power and inspiration to proclaim the good news to all nations. 
This was the beginning of the life of the church in a very different world from ours and to people who 
had not yet heard about “God’s deeds of power”. The word Apostle means one who is sent out. As the 
followers of Jesus lived their lives in those early days of the Church they did so sure in the faith that 
Jesus had taught them and the Holy Spirit guided them to do God the Father’s work in the world. Let 
this year’s birthday of the Church encourage us to be like them as we seek to follow Jesus and try to 
do his work and share his love.  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


